
Effect:

The magician wraps a coin in a piece of paper.  With each fold, the spectator checks that 

the coin is still there by touching it through the paper and hearing it clink against the table.  

Once the coin is completely wrapped in the paper, the magician cuts the paper into small 

pieces.  The coin has vanished!
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The Vanishing Coin 

Explanation:

1. You need a small piece of paper (1/4 A4), a pair of scissors and a heavy coin, 

such as a £2 coin.  Put the scissors in your right pocket.  In the bottom right 

corner of the piece of paper, write 1-6-O.

2. Hold the paper in your left hand, fingers in front, thumb behind.  1-6-O is facing 

your friend in the bottom right corner.  Fold the paper in half, so that 1-6-O is 

upside-down and facing you in the top left corner.  You don’t fold the paper 

exactly across the centre - there must be a difference of about 1/2 cm. 

between the top edges, so fold the paper a little below the centre.  

3. Pick up the coin and put it inside the paper.  Show your friend.  Tap the coin 

against the table.  Ask your friend to touch the coin through the paper.

4. Fold the right edges forwards and to the left, and then the left edges forwards 

and to the right to make a packet.  Allow a little space on each side of the 

coin.  Ask the spectator to feel the coin.  Tap the coin against the table.

5.  Fold the front top edge forward and down, but not the rear edge.  This is 

possible because in Step 2, you made sure that the top edges didn’t meet.  This 

creates an opening for the coin to slide out later.  Take hold of the top edges of 

the paper and turn your wrist as you ask the spectator to feel the coin.  This turns 

the paper upside down.

6. Take hold of the paper with your left hand by a corner.  As you do so, let the 

coin slide out into your right fingers.  Your friend sees 1-6-O on the front of the 

packet - un ciseau!  As you take the scissors from your right pocket, leave the 

coin behind, and cut up the paper with the scissors.  The coin has vanished!
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